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FOUNDER OF W. C. T. U.
Mrs. Mattie McClellan Brown, of Cincinnati, held
that Dlstinction-- The First Convention wa s
Held In Columbus at Her Call in 1814.
[From Ohio State Journal, March 15, 1898.)

Mrs. Mattie McClellan Brown, of Cincinnati, has
come into prominence as the founder and originator
of the National Woman's Christian Temperance Un
ion. The opinion has p revailed that Frances Wil
lard was entitled to this honor, and at her death the
press reiterated the statement. Investigation proves
the idea Mrs. Brown's. The plans of the work as
prepared by her were adopted subsequently and
copyrighted.
Miss Wi ll ard alwavs accorded to Mr~. Brown the
honor of being the founder of the organization . At
the national meeting at Cleveland four years ago,
and at Baltimore the fo llowing year, Miss Willard in
her gracious way introduced Mrs. Mattie McUlellan
Brown to the co nvention as the originator and
founder of the organization.
Mrs. L. M. N. 8tevens, Miss Willard's successor as
vice-president at large, learning of the statement
accrediting the fo u nding of the organization to Mrs.
Brown, sent out a prompt, sharp denia l, with rather
disparaging remarks concerning Mrs. Brown.
Investigatio n and researeh among the minutes of
the organization and printed matter in newspapers
and magaz ines, reveals the fact that the
FIRST CONVENTION
was held at Columbus, Feb. 24-,5, 1874. Mrs. Brown
made all t he arrangemen ts for a popular convention.
She secured the City hall fo r two evening meetings
and the T-own Street M. E. church, now the Public
School library bui lding, for the day meetings. She
also secured a hearing before the joint committee of
the house and senate on the subject of temperance.
Dr. Dio Lewis was anxious to join in a call for a
convention. Mrs. Brown advised him to call the
new workers, and she wo n lcl call the Templars of
whom she was then state ch ief. A state league was
organized with Mrs. C. H . McCabe of Delaware as
president. The new work had not yet reached any
great city.
History incorrectly gives the convention later in
M arch held at Cincinnati, as the first convention.
In August, l.874, Mrs. Brown crystal ized the move
ment into a nat ional organization at the first Chau
tauqua assemhly. In company with Mrs. Simpson,
wife of Bishop Simpson, and supported by Mr. Lewis
Mi ll er, she overcame the opposition of the manager,
Dr. Vincent (now Bishop) and secured a temperance

meeting for women. At this meeting she made the
speech of tho hour, mov(;)d the appointment of a
,;ommittee ou organization, and named a chairman
to avoid parliamentary
APPOINTMENT OF HERSELF.
She realized she was on the crossroads of public sen
timent as a woman suffragist·, and many then timid
temperance women feared her leadership.
.
The committee appointed at this time was Mrs.
Jennie Willing, sister of Bishop Fowler, chairman;
Mrs. W. B. Ingham, of Cleveland and Mrs. Emily
Huntington Miller, of Chicago. Only these met in
committee at Chautauqua with Mrs. Brown.
Mrs. Brown bad previously prepared the plan of
organization, which was adopted, including the
financial plan, which has been attributed to another.
The plan was copyrighted, and there tbe proof, if
necessary, may be found, dated Jan 12, 1875.
By personal correspondence with temperance
people tbrougbout ttie United States, Mrs. Brown
secured a large attendance at the first national con
vention of the W. C. T. U., held at Clewland in
NoYember, 1874, having a wide acqui1intancc through
national 'fempla.ry, as she was at that time an inter
national officer. .For the same reason she
DECLINED THE FIRS'r PRESIDENCY
of the National W. C. T. U., and bas never at any
time held an office.
It was at this convention that ~1iss Willard first
becanic identified with the work and was elected
secretary, with Mrs. Annie Wittenmcycr president.
Following the national convention at Ulcveland,
Mrs. Brown inaugnratcd munieipal campaigns for
better local condit.ions. She sent speakers into the
field, one of whom was Mother Stewart of !::ipring
field.
Mrs. Brown is also the author of the movement
which secured Bible lesRons for tefnpernnl'C on the
International lesson leaYes; tnc author of the tem
perance questions in tbe Methodist Episcopal
church discipline for quarterly conference, and
originator o[ tho Temperance Cadet movement for
children.
Mrs. Brown has never been anxious for prom
inence. She never cares who carries out the plans
suggested by her, or who is credited with the work.
The copyrights were obtained only as historical data.
The following are the first officers: President, Mrs.
IL C. McCabe of Delaware; secretary, Miss Kate
Gardner of Columbus; vice presidents, Eliza J.
Thompson (Mother Thompson ), Hillsboro; Mrs.
Rosa !::itewart, Cedarville; Mrs. M. G. Carpenter,
Vlashington, C. H.; Mrs. Amanda Clark, Newark;

Miss Kate Dwyre, Greenfield; Mrs. Rev. ·wyant, Mt,
Vernon; Mrs. Rev. Dr. Hatfield, Cincinnati; Mrs.
Maria Harrjson, London; Mrs. John Walker, Logan;
·Mother Stewart, Springfield; Mrs. Runyan, wife of
Rev. Mr. Runyan; Mrs. Z. T. Walker, Marietta;
Mrs. 'rhomas Ewing, Lancaster; Mrs. l:iranville
Moody, Ripley; Miss Kate 1:-lhallerars, Gallipolis; Miss
Virginia Copeland, Zanesville; Mrs. Shun, Bellefon
taine; Mrs. L. C. Al:en, Tiffin; Mrs. E. U. McVilley,
Mrs. Mayo, wife of Judge Mayo, McArthur; Miss He
becca Rice (profr>sso r at Antioch college) Yellow
Springs; Mrs. Joseph Choakey, Middleto wn ; Mrs.
Henrietta M,iore, Marion; Mrs. Wm. Jon es, Findlay;
Mrs. Dadd Spallgler, i\lrs. Brown, Athens; Mrs. ·
Hortensia Bl'eman, New Lexington; Miss Maggie
Beati e, Ashland; Mrs. A. vV. Swapcl, Dayton, and
Mrs . William Herr.
Advisory <'ommittee, Mr. A. A. Stewart, Hon.
Chauncey N. Olds, Hon. E. E. Wbite, all of Colum
bus, Executive committee, Mrs. Maria Bates, Mrs.
R. A. S. Janney, Mrs. A. E. Tremaine, Mrs. L. Des
selm and Mrs. John Galloway of Columbus.
Mr. W. E. Cad wick offered . the following resolu
tion, which was adopted:
"Resolved, That this association sh all be called
the Woman's Temperance Ass ociation of Ohio."
MRS. BROWN'S CARE;I<~R.
Mrs. Mattie McClellan Brown, born at Baltimore,
wife of Rev. W. K. Brown, D. D,, is th e motlwr of
six children, five marriPd, all vigorous, active, intel
ligent workers iu:educational, literary, Cbristian and
social engage ments. These are her trophi eH of love
and life: all else is contingent and gratuitous for
humanity 's sa ke. Graduated from a P ennyslvania
college, h er sc holarship and powers we re recogonized
by two unusual literary degrees from Pe nnsylvania
colleges in t882 and 1883- Ph. D. and LL. D:-bei ng
the second woman who was honored with the latter
title.
By th e earnest solicitation of a committee of gen
tlemen i11 Greensburg, Pa., she was introdu ced to
the publi c HS a lecturer on national topics in Music
ball , Phila<lelphia, in thP winte.r of 1864 .
Iden titied with Uood Tcmplary, h er platform work
for temperance was unique for six or seven years,
being the only woman on the public platform in
Ohi o, and being called abroad and in ex tensive
council She was chir>f of the order for two terms
and in th e exec ntive board for seventeen years, dur
ing whi ch ti:ne s he lectured in th e principal cities of
nin etee n states. Her official dnti es, cor respo nd ence,
decisions, plans of work and bureau of propagation
were m et bo<lical, masterl y, far-reaching.
From 1868 to 187fi she was

EDITOR OF A WEEKLY
l)Olitical paper in Alliance, 0., and everywhere by
her presence, her speeches, her conversations and
her pen she held woman's equal position in profes
sional and business life, against the fiercest opposi
tion, by a spirit of quiet womanliness always super
ior to malice.
In the spring of 1869 Mrs. Brown agreed to go into
the organization of the Prohibition party movement
on the condition that it should stand for woman's
full suffrage. She held her equal position in every
respect, speaking, writing, preRiding, serving as
secretary in great conventions, calling and manag
ing great conventions, in everything promoting that
party until 18\)6 at Pittsburg, when the party a,lopt
ed the single plank, and Mrs. Brown steµped out of
the organization.
Long identified with collegiate educational work
in Cincinnati, her stimulating influence is felt by
hundreds of women whom she inspires rather to
think for themselves than to build around her per
sonality. She is
WIDELY SOUGHT FOR ADVICE
and plans in philanthropic enterprises. Without
the least disparaging men, she is a devoted lover of
women and their work. A very ready platform
talker on all current questions, a charmmg lecturer
on art, literary topics and travels, and a philosophic
thinker and pleasing writer, in fact a noble, cultured,
classical all-round woman, "whose ~Jory of life is to
love and triumph of love is to live.' Few reformers
have witnessed such a tide of results for their cause
as 30 years have brought about in Mrs. Brown's
special fields-woman's education and advancement,
and the general acceptance of temperance prin
ciples.
ln 1873, she represented the Good Templars of
Ohio at the London convention. While in England
she lectured in many of the cities of the provinces.
The Glasgow, Liverpool, Edinburgh and London
papers sµoke of her in flattering terms. A year ago
last summer she was a delegate from the Prohibi
tion party to the international convention to Berne,
Switzerland, where her speech was published in the
German .reports. She has been invited to go to
England next summer and deliv~r a course of lec
tures.
She is vice president of the Cincinnati Wesleyan
college, dean of the School of Art, and teacher of
criticism of art, literature and oratory. ,A happy
wife, a devoted mother an unswerving friend to
humanity.
GEORGIA HOPLEY.

